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Recently, the Steel Stewardship Forum in conjunction with The Australian Centre for Corporate Social
Responsibility (ACCSR) conducted targeted in-depth interviews with over 50 key individuals across the steel
supply chain, including product specifiers, government and NGOs.

The process is a key input into the overall design of Responsible Steel Stewardship — the industry’s first
mechanism for recognising responsible business practices in a sustainability context.

The Purpose of this Work was to:

— Understand the role of sustainability stewardship in the supply chain

— Make evidence based recommendations for the design of Responsible Steel
— Identify issues, opportunities and risks

—> There is the potential to convey a
multidimensional value proposition.

—> A natural extension of current
procurement practices and meeting
evolving industry standards and
behaviours.

—> Most stakeholders are using certification
schemes and sustainability frameworks
already therefore leveraging the good
work already done is key.

—> Cost is a key consideration in
sustainability practices.

—> Internal barriers may inhibit uptake
of the scheme. These include lack of
internal staff knowledge or appetite for
the scheme and short-term thinking.

—> Communication and engagement are
critical to success.
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